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and confines us strictly to the essentials, but I should be deeply
hurt if it makes a single Hindu or Mussalman surrender a tittle
of what he may regard as his principle. The Conference will be
fruitless if it produces a patched-up peace. It will fail in its
effect What is wanted is a heart-unity and that can only come
if heart speaks to heart. If Mussalmans consider that desecration
of temples is a duty, that a man who honestly gives up Islam
or a man who having embraced it changes to another faith de-
serves punishment at their hands, or if they consider that music
before mosques must be forcibly stopped, they should declare it,
I shall honour them for it But I shall know that then there is no
peace for this unhappy land. I would far rather face the con-
sequence than have a single Mussalman suppress his religious
conviction under outside pressure.

As a Hindu I know that a Hindu dare not say that his religion
compels him to desecrate mosques or force a Mussalman to stop
the slaughter of cows. I know that he commits a grievous sin
if he does any of these acts. But if there are Hindus who regard
the desecration of other peoples' places of worship or the forcible
stopping of cow-slaughter a duty let them say so. I shall know
then that again there is no peace in this land of tears and sorrow.

All I wish to emphasize is that there should be no mental
reservations because of the fast and that a false truce will only
aggravate my agony, and my next state will be worse than the
present. The fast should therefore be ruled out of our delibera-
tions but if the members consider that it is impossible to do so
I would urge the postponement of the Conference till the weight
of the fast is lifted.

The Hindu, 25-9-1924

160.   NOTES
Loss OF A

We in India know nothing of our South African heroes. They
arc unknown to fame like
Some village Hampden that with dauntless breast
The little tyrant of his fields withstood.
I have just received a cable from Johannesburg announcing
the death of P. K. Naidu from pneumonia. He was one of the
truest of Indians and the stoutest of hearts. He suffered the
hardships pi* a prison-life many times. His wife followed suit. He